Are the 4 Imams considered the Majority of the Scholars? 
And what's the ruling on Abandoning Salah? 

Shaykh Sulayman al-'Alwan(^ said: 


For instance, the issue of abandoning Salah. They say that the Madhab of the Majority of the 
Scholars is that the abandoner of Salah doesn't disbelieve. Based upon that this is the saying 
of Abu Hanlfah(4il j), Malik(4il j) and Al-Shafil(^' j). 

And this is correct, this is the Madhab of these [Imams], and there’s more than 1 statement 
from Malik(4il j) in the issue. However, are they considered the Majority of the Scholars? 
We mention the Ijma’ of the Sahabah that the abandoner of Salah is an apostate, so how did it 
become the Madhab of the Majority [That he’s not a Kafir]? Therefore, they aren't considered 
the Majority of the Scholars. 

Imam 'Abdullah ibn Shaqlq al-'Uqayli(4)l j), Imam Ayyub Ibn Abl Tamlmah al- 
Sikhtiyam(4i! j), Imam Ishaq Ibn Rahawayh(4il j) and Imam Muhammad ibn Nasr al- 
Marwazi(4il j), they are Imams of Guidance, and from the Major Scholars of the Muslims, 
these Imams mention the consensus of the Sahabah that whoever abandons Salah is a Kafir. 

So how can it be said after this that the Madhab of the Majority of the Scholars is that the 
abandoner of Salah isn’t a Kafir, basing that upon a saying that he read from Abu 
Hanlfah(4il j), Malik(4il j) & Al-Shafi’I(4il j)? This is among the mistakes in 
determining the Madhsb of the Jumhur [Majority of the Scholars]. 

The Madhab of the Majority of the Scholars isn’t known by the sayings of the 4 Imams alone. 
Rather it is said that this is the Madhab of Ahmad, this is the Madhab of Al-Shafi’I, this is the 
Madhab of Malik, this is the saying of the 4 Imams, that’s completely fine. 

However, it’s not correct to say "This is the Madhab of the Majority of the Scholars", because 
these [Imams] are simply 4 among the rest of the Muslim Scholars. They are 4 in opposition 
to 4 from the 7 Jurists, so there is 3 remaining among the 7 Jurists, then you have the Madhab 
of fhe Tabiln & the Madhab of the Sahabah until you can say that this is the Madhab of the 
Majority of the Scholars. 
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